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CREATION OF A BLACK SEA NETWORKFOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN BULGARIA, ROMANIA, UKRAINE, MOLDOVA AND GEORGIA (BS TOURISM NET)

Report of Iv.Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University (TSU) - Partner #5 on the 2-nd National Workshop of Stakeholders  held in City of Batumi, Georgia, in Hotel “Chao” conference hall on 26-th of September, 2015  following the Specific Objectives 2 and 3 of Group of Activity 3, within the project “CREATION OF A BLACK SEA NETWORK FOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN BULGARIA, ROMANIA, UKRAINE, MOLDOVA AND GEORGIA“ (BS TOURISM NET), funded through the Joint Operational Program “BLACK SEA BASIN 2007-2013“.

Participants of the 2 - nd  National Workshop of Stakeholders consists of  the governmental, international and non-governmental organizations , tourism industry and media representatives  (Annex 2). After adopting of Agenda ( Annex 1), participants introduced  themselves and the first presenter Associated Professor of TSU Nino Pavliasvili presented  the new version of  BS TOURISM NET project web-site. She underlined, that  the aim of the web-site is to promote  the Black Sea region in common and providing the information for stakeholders and promote European input into the issue.
It was underlined, that the website submitted, gradually is transforming into the valuable informational source with the quite modern  architect and content, including profile, virtual tours, visual material, reports etc.
Dr. Nino Pavliashvili informed the audience, that, according the decision of BS Tourism  Net PROJECT COORDINATION GROUP Combined with Network meeting 5 held in Tbilisi on 7-8 of July, two more stakeholder meetings has been agreed to be planned until the end of the project. During the meeting, it was supposed, also, that it will be logical and fair to include information and promotional materials of stakeholdes, who already took a part in the first seminars on the website of the project. That will be an additional motivation for stakeholders to take a part in the workshops. Afterward she presented on the website information about participants of the stakeholder workshop, that had been collected during the preparation period of the Batumi 2 workshop. This was done by resending the special questionnaires to proposed participants. Afterward all information has been embedded into the project website by Nikolay Strashnikov. The promotional clip, was, also, presented.
During the discussion followed,  all participants expressed their interest  to the web-site content and stressed on spreading of additional and more detailed information about tourism service providers over the whole region.

After the coffee – break  Dr. Giorgi Meladze presented an Analysis of statistical material collected, basing on the Questionnairs for Stakeholders. Detailed visual graphical material was introduced,  concerning several parameters (e.g. Type of company activities, Types of services provided, Forms of ownerships, number of employees, company annual income, number and age structure of tourist, places of tourist origin, number of tours available, distribution of BS Tourism strategic priorities, where the marketing and the need of information is obvious, what is in a close conjunction with the tasks and activities of our project, etc.).
Discussion took a place after the presentation.    Participants actively commented results of the investigation and, from their side, added  the  comments to the information given above, as follow: 
· It is nessessary to increase the level of service, that , for now, is not sufficient enough;

· More diversified information is needed to be provided to the tourists about Georgia touristic resources as well, as to participate in the international exhibitions; 

· The touristic resources of Zemo (mountainous ) Ajara region, that closely (within 40-80 km) adjust the coastal zone of the Black Sea and where more services can be provided (e.g. horse riding, rural tourism etc.) 

· It is desirable to organize the trainings, aiming to increase the skills of service personnel;

· With the goal to prolong the holiday season, it is nessessary to create appropriate infrastructure securing the touristic interest during the period, other than summer time (e.g. in the case rainy weather etc.)
After discussion and communication with the representatives of media, the workshop was closed.
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Media, links: TV -   http://rp.tsu.ge/?lang=en-GB
Annex 1


CREATION OF A BLACK SEA NETWORKFOR SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN BULGARIA, ROMANIA, UKRAINE, MOLDOVA AND GEORGIA (BS TOURISM NET)
                                               The 2-nd National Workshop of Stakeholders                   
                                               Hotel “Chao”,   26 September , Batumi, Georgia
AGENDA

11.00  –  Opening of the workshop. Introduction of participants.

11.10  – Presentation of BS TOURISM NET project web-site  (Presenter – Associated Professor of Tbilisi State University Nino Pavliashvili) 

11. 25 – Discussion   

12. 20 – Lunch 
13. 10 –  An Analysis of statistical material collected, basing on the Questionnairs for Stakeholders  (Presenter - Associated Professor of Tbilisi State University   Giorgi Meladze)
13.25  –  Continuation of discussion

15. 00 –  Closing of the workshop

Annex 2  List of Participants
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